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TIIK  TIIKORV  OF   DIVINK   RIGHT
(1603-1640)

THKRK could hardly have been a greater contrast
between two rulers than that which existed between
Elizabeth and her immediate successor. James was
uncouth, untidy, and unwashed ; there was no dignity
cither in his gait or in his manners; his language was
coarse, his behaviour was effeminate, and his accent
broad. Hitherto England, whatever the faults of her
sovereigns might have been, had at least been ruled
by men and women who were kings and queens in
appearance ; now she was given over to the govern-
ance of one who was better fitted, on the surface, to
perform the part of a clown at a village pantomime.
But, at the same time, the first Stuart had consider-
able ability, lie was well-educated and was no mean
theologian ; he possessed that native shrewdness
which is generally characteristic of the Scotch ; and
he was endowed with a certain homely wit which
enabled him to make occasionally apt retorts and
sometimes to sum up a question in a telling phrase.